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The regional government Metro has announced it intends to award Colas 
Construction its largest contract ever to a minority-owned business.


The $27 million contract is to serve as construction manager-general contractor 
for the Plaza, Entries and Interiors project at the 27-year-old Oregon 
Convention Center. Colas Construction will spruce up the facility in anticipation 
of the $244 million Hyatt Regency Portland hotel, which Mortenson 
Construction recently began building.


Portland-based Colas Construction will partner on the project with fellow black-
owned firm Raimore Construction, which will perform civil work.


Metro issued an award notice Aug. 31. Team members are expected to sign the 
contract Monday, according to a Metro project manager. The contract will 
include a provision to give back to the community 1 percent of the project cost.


The contract award represents a sort of full-circle moment in the history of race 
relations in Portland, Metro spokeswoman Karol Collymore said. Many black-
owned homes were razed in the 1980s to make way for construction of the 
convention center, she added.


Activist groups like the Coalition of Black Men protested loudly, believing that no 
jobs on the project went to people from the dislocated communities, said Tony 
Jones, executive director of the Metropolitan Contractor Improvement 
Partnership.


“It’s great that 30 years later, we have two African-American-led contractors 
finally getting the opportunity to work on the convention center,” he said.


Jones praised Metro’s procurement process, which gave added weight to firms 
that partnered with a woman-owned or minority-owned business.


Metro received two other qualified bids: one from Hoffman Construction, in 
partnership with minority-owned Pacificmark Construction, and one from 
minority-owned O’Neill/Walsh Community Builders.
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In addition to altering the scoring of the proposals, Metro placed minorities with 
contracting experience on the panel that interviewed respondents.


“Colas and Raimore had the best interview,” Metro spokeswoman Karol 
Collymore said. “Their proposal was very strong and they were clearly the front-
runner throughout the process.”


Colas Construction was founded in Oregon in 1997 by Haitian immigrant 
Hermann Colas. Today, his son Andrew runs the business and daughter 
Aneshka Colas-Dickson is vice president and CFO.


Raimore was founded by Andre Raiford and Jeff Moreland Sr.


Representatives of both firms were unresponsive to phone messages left this 
week.


Under the proposed project scope, an external plaza will be redesigned to 
create “clearly navigable space” for the public. The project also includes 
modifications to the convention center’s main entrances, which will result in 
improved access and visual identification, according to the request for 
proposals. The scope also includes upgrades to several lobbies, meeting 
spaces and concourses.


The project was broken into two packages for bidding purposes – an interior 
package focusing on the convention center, and an exterior package focusing 
on the plaza, Metro senior project manager Brent Shelby said.


“We were looking at that as a way of bringing a smaller, associate firm as a way 
for them to build experience as a general contractor,” he said.


Shelby said that also beneficial in procuring minority-owned firms is the CM-GC 
alternative contracting method, which allows the builder to get involved earlier in 
the process and build relationships with minority owners. The method, said to 
help on more complicated projects, will allow Colas and Raimore to work closely 
with Metro to sequence construction in concert with the convention center’s 
busy events calendar.


Other complicating factors include some structural work on the ceiling of the 
massive Oregon Ballroom, and high standards for sustainability. (A Leadership in 
Energy & Environmental Design rating will not be pursued for the improvement 
project itself; however, the convention center is rated LEED platinum, so the 
contract will include many green conditions.)




Work is scheduled to begin in August 2018 and conclude by May 2019.


The design team is being led by LMN Architects of Seattle and includes 
Portland-based Merryman Barnes Architects and Mayer/Reed Inc.


Of the 3,741 firms certified by Oregon’s Certification Office for Business 
Inclusion and Diversity, 205 are owned by African-American men and 105 are 
owned by African-American women.


